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The preservation of educational continuity faces one of its most profound
challenges within the landscape of armed conflict, where the pursuit of knowledge
becomes an act of resilience against destruction and uncertainty. Recent military
escalations involving the United States, Israel, and Iran have generated severe
disruptions to educational infrastructures across the Middle East, exposing the fragility of
learning systems under extreme pressure. This essay examines the multifaceted
challenges confronting continuing education during wartime, arguing that protecting
access to learning is not merely an administrative responsibility but an existential
imperative for societal stability and civilizational resilience.

The scale of educational disruption caused by conflict is immense, affecting
millions of learners across vulnerable regions. Save the Children (2026) reported that
approximately fifty-two million school-aged children across the Middle East and
surrounding areas experienced severe educational interruptions due to violence,
displacement, damaged institutions, and restricted movement. In Lebanon alone, around
900 public schools, representing 73 percent of the nation’s public schools, were
transformed into collective shelters, preventing thousands of students from participating
in formal education. For many learners, these interruptions are not isolated events but
prolonged crises that contribute to long-term academic and developmental
consequences.

The disruption of higher education has been equally significant. Sawahel (2026)
documented how universities across Gulf states rapidly suspended face-to-face
instruction and transitioned toward remote learning systems. Although digital education
provided a temporary mechanism for maintaining academic continuity, it also revealed
existing digital inequalities and created additional psychological burdens for both students
and faculty members. The Middle East Council (2026) reported that Qatar’s Ministry of
Education and Higher Education directed universities to adopt remote teaching as a
precautionary response to possible military threats. While international branch campuses
activated emergency continuity measures, these events exposed the systemic
vulnerabilities present within transnational education models.

Beyond physical destruction, armed conflict produces significant psychological
and emotional consequences for educational communities. Gulf International Forum
(2026) documented experiences of educators conducting virtual classes while facing air
raid warnings and nearby explosions. Students and teachers reported heightened
anxiety, emotional exhaustion, and persistent uncertainty, all of which affected
concentration and academic engagement. Although online learning offered an alternative
pathway, it could not fully replace the interpersonal connections, collaboration, and
experiential learning developed through physical classrooms. This limitation became
especially evident in disciplines requiring laboratory activities, fieldwork, and practical

experiences.
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education as a fundamental human right that must remain protected even durlng periods
of conflict. Shaheed (2025), serving as the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to
education, emphasized that the responsibility to protect, respect, and fulfill educational
rights continues regardless of armed hostilities. Her report highlighted attacks against
schools and universities affecting millions of children living in crisis environments. To
address these threats, she proposed policy measures focused on preventing attacks on
educational institutions, ensuring inclusive learning opportunities, and strengthening
protection mechanisms for students and educators.

The Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (2026) further supported
these concerns by documenting cases where students, teachers, and education
personnel experienced harm during conflicts. Similarly, Education International (2025)
called forimmediate protection of educational institutions, emphasizing that schools must
remain safe spaces and that educators should play a central role in peacebuilding and
reconciliation efforts. These perspectives demonstrate that safeguarding education
extends beyond maintaining academic systems; it represents the protection of human
dignity, social development, and future possibilities.

Despite the overwhelming adversity created by warfare, continuing education
remains an indispensable source of hope and resilience. Bryan (2026) examined the
effects of the Iran conflict on higher education and emphasized the necessity of
developing stronger crisis-management frameworks for educational institutions. Rather
than relying on temporary solutions, universities and schools must establish
comprehensive strategies capable of sustaining learning during emergencies. Similarly,
Karpenko (2026) highlighted the vulnerability of young children in conflict zones,
explaining that early educational disruptions may create lasting developmental
consequences that extend across generations.

To sum it up, preserving educational continuity amid armed conflict requires a
collective global commitment that transcends temporary humanitarian responses.
Governments, educational institutions, and international organizations must strengthen
emergency preparedness, expand digital accessibility, provide psychosocial support, and
develop adaptable learning systems capable of surviving periods of instability. Education
remains one of humanity’s most resilient instruments for rebuilding societies and restoring
hope. Even amid destruction, the pursuit of knowledge represents the enduring
determination of communities to protect progress, maintain dignity, and create a more
stable future. Through sustained cooperation and responsible leadership, education can
continue to serve as a foundation for recovery, resilience, and peace.

Furthermore, educational continuity during conflict requires not only immediate
intervention but also long-term vision from leaders who understand the transformative
role of learning in rebuilding communities. Schools and universities must function as
spaces of protection, recovery, and hope, ensuring that conflict does not permanently
extinguish the aspirations of future generations. Defending education, societies preserve
knowledge, identity, and the possibility of renewal.
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